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Water First Education & Training Inc. is a non-profit organization in Canada, addressing water challenges in Indigenous 

communities through education, training, and meaningful collaboration. The Drinking Water Program launched a new 

internship model in southwestern Ontario, seeing individual First Nations from across a broad region participate in the 

program for the first time! The Drinking Water Internship continues to break down barriers to training and build capacity 

in Indigenous communities. 

 

By training and supporting dozens of Indigenous adults in becoming certified water operators each year, the Drinking 

Water Program addresses the critical need for water science professionals in Indigenous communities. The paid 

internship helps participants obtain entry-level certifications, and hands-on work experience in water treatment plants. 

Having local, qualified personnel available supports communities in ensuring access to safe, clean drinking water for the 

long term. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u14745508.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.opHDG2crWT-2D2FZlJRzh4jUfZl1Pl9lBGMS14S2q0P2f-2D2Fr9NvNLeqt7iQSD4op9Xb2xTHm80zROpSOUPHGO8pdT-2D2FDR9ROyfGy6l0Dy0CpszWKBX97rd2v8-2D2FYR8MIDmdimGq176cdkYagQ-2D2FDmGARixtLL4HS7R0NqVyaWvIYwpWcAWrdqNxXj2dzQWCRNZYEmmzqEc-5FR-5FJWB3O3SeV4m0N4tLxVgJVZPoOdEKdY2TNhLY3p7hesWU22f5F3MSxoHo-2D2FSQgpcpBG28xkAEb-2D2BcDTZmCdlr3LIK0u897Uj7gO-2D2FV09kboajjgXgBK6Nh6tPRT9gD3vPD4ByX3my7S300wPhufYci4VYWJGddtdFvJBqp3AQ-2D2Bi9fqLmtxAvaydOfkU1cNP-2D2Bz5PJjEfqA1ld9XnieuCughEdvssv-2D2BawyYV4zJl-2D2BZKMT21ds5I9Yqr6VP5FcqKlL6V9eXVyF2iYJQiz5f6zPmXmjrtJKybOiXJcsnbgyHNrWV6ikfqhxdjHMctsM9KPonbfs6-2D2FIwdfqRfrnojH-2D2FcXdFB-2D2Fq-2D2BcBThF1WRCi-2D2BITQ9c5rit4fJD9O8gYEuhJ8cUCF3wTjTnAuZIssD8TsHbpxZaxqtZ8a-2D2BiO2grOFgsHvD70QS-2D2FPr2VJzPzK0CLUorKfTNp8szm862seFhzxzQ6PcDg9DYsrqljehfHwMI0bahC13A4w-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=tnbfRuHHCZycFM2LoMUxHM3xmt7tDlQuT8n7biW5Nos&m=lizHYaYLtG1AK12aRh3uuhmXb2NA6HXQRLUhaW5rpLIsED_g9RIHwBAEMTmPlf9E&s=NVZMWgIK9kNweNvWshejPx5fSLxlGlLE4faEjT8kuoA&e=
https://waterfirst.ngo/what-we-do/drinking-water/?utm_source=keela&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=winter-newsletter&utm_content=read
https://waterfirst.ngo/what-we-do/drinking-water/?utm_source=keela&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=winter-newsletter&utm_content=read
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CANADIAN JUNIOR AT THE ALL IN SUMMIT 

 

CIFOC WINNER 

The CIFOC announced at the September convention that anyone joining the Governors Council would be entered into a 

draw where the winner would be able to choose a charity of their choice to receive half of the fees collected from 

those joining the Governors Council. The names were put on a wheel on Karen Kinsella’s computer and the wheel was 

spun, landing on Sue Gibson. Sue was caller and 50% of the total dues collected for Governors Council to the Arthritis 

Society of Canada.  

 

  

 

 

 

SUE GIBSON 
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   CDW SPRING CONVENTION 

The Halton Civitan Club along with the London Middlesex 

Club are co-hosting the Spring Convention at the Holiday 

Inn Oakville Bronte and this year the convention is going 

RETRO!  Saturday, May 23rd will truly be a ONE DAY convention similar to ones 

held in the past.  We are making an effort to decrease the cost of this convention 

for everyone significantly and hope by doing so to encourage more CDW Civitans 

to attend and enjoy some fellowship!  

In that effort we’ve decided that our meeting will start at 10:30 am giving anyone 

coming from a distance the choice to arrive that morning to save having to pay for 

accommodation the night before, should they so choose.  There is no special rate 

provided for the Holiday Inn hotel rooms but there are lots of options including 

others in the area if you do choose to stay the night before. 

The registration cost of $75 includes a deluxe continental breakfast, lunch (wraps 

with a gluten free option), a morning and afternoon refresh break, and the room 

rental.  

After lunch those attending will enjoy an entertaining “Friendly Feud” game with 

prizes to be won! The more games your team wins the better the prize!  The day 

should wrap up by approximately 4 pm giving everyone plenty of time to head 

home and again avoid the cost of accommodation. 

As always, there will be a 50/50 draw and Raffle prizes to be won! So come join 

the CDW Board, the Halton and London Clubs for fellowship and fun! 

 

Events Chairs: Civitans Marlyne Van Exan, Susan Heatherly, and Pauline Blackwell 
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Dundas Civitan Club - #3212 President  Kelsey George Gaudet 

 

Having endured what seems to have been such a long winter, we’re all eagerly looking forward to the 

approach of spring. 

On March 14, our Club ’95 will host a “Spring Fling” dance. Our thanks go to Civitan Jean and her 

fellow volunteers for organizing this fun event. 

On Saturday April 11 from 9 am to 12 pm, we are planning another “Closet Clean-out” fund raiser. The 

venue will again be the University Plaza parking lot. We will welcome donations of used cloth and 

textiles. 

An even bigger event is in the works. We have started to make plans for “Civitan Dinner Jam-An 

Evening of Good Food and Music”. The event will feature the music of accomplished musician and 

song writer Fred Magie. Fred is a Dundas Civitan and husband of Melanie Walter, another club 

member who also is a staff member at the Dundas Learning Centre. 

Our plan is to host the “Dinner Jam” at Civitan Place, home of the Learning Centre, on May 23rd. We 

feel this event will give us an opportunity to both raise funds, and inform the community about our 

purpose. Besides enjoying the music, visitors will be able to see what we’re all about. 

Stay tuned for more information.  

 
 

At the Dundas 

Civitan's Closet Clean 

Out Event              

November 8th, 2025 
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Halton Civitan Club - #3526 President  Marlyne Van Exan 

 

Kindness Bags  

The Halton Civitan Club recently assembled 75 Kindness Bags, which were delivered to Oakville 

Trafalgar Memorial Hospital. Each bag is thoughtfully filled with essential and comfort items such as 

nail files, toothpaste, toothbrushes, glasses cleaner, moist wipes, playing cards, a pen, notepad, lip balm, 

and hand cream. 

These bags will be distributed by nurses to long-term care patients and others in need. In addition, the 

Club responded to a request for stuffed animals. Many patients find comfort in these stuffies, which 

will also be shared by hospital staff. 

Thank you to Civitan Sharon for leading this meaningful initiative, and to all our members who came 

together to assemble the bags. 

  

  

             Continued next page 
Continued next page 
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Churchill Neighbourhood Centre  

The needs of the Churchill Neighbourhood Centre continue to evolve, and the Halton Civitan Club 

remains committed to supporting its 510 clients. 

One example is the evolution of our Purse Project. In addition to filling purses with essential and 

comfort items, we are now including backpacks and unisex supplies to better support boys and men 

who are experiencing homelessness or are in need. 

Thank you to Civitan Denise for leading this project and for delivering our food and monetary 

donations. 

If you have any gently used purses or backpacks, please consider donating them to the Halton Civitan 

Club to support this important initiative. 

Ian Anderson House 

The Halton Civitan Club continues to support Ian Anderson House through donations of household 

items that help reduce operational costs. 

Ian Anderson House is a not-for-profit hospice providing compassionate, 24-hour end-of-life care at no 

cost to patients and their families. 

Thank you to Civitan Linda for serving as our liaison and for delivering our donations. 

Milk Bag Sleeping Mats  

The Halton Civitan Club collects milk bags and donates them to a dedicated group of volunteers who 

crochet them into waterproof sleeping mats. 

These mats are distributed to individuals experiencing homelessness, helping keep them and their 

belongings dry. 

Please consider saving and donating your milk bags to support this worthwhile project. 
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London Middlesex Civitan Club - #2383 President Darrell Blackwell 

November our club hosted the second annual movie night for Community Living London. 

Our giant blowup screen was set up on the stage at our usual dance location.  

Home Alone 1 was played. CLL members enjoyed the movie with snacks on offer of pop, water, chips, 

candy and chocolates. 

  Our annual Christmas Tacky gift exchange was held this year at the Pipers Arms. 

Cheryl played Santa delivering gifts to each member from the table full of offerings. 

The usual Santa shaped chocolates were interspersed with treats and Christmas cards from our 

members. 

  Christmas season had our club putting on a themed dance for Community Living London. The stage 

was dressed in Christmas themed inflatables, including a 12-foot Santa.  

DJ Jay had everyone dancing to favourites with a sprinkling of Christmas tunes, including spot dances 

where some CLL members won dance prizes. 

Pop coffee and water were served the whole evening, with an 8:30p.m. snack of pizza slices. 

Santa made an appearance to the delight of the members of CLL. Many took photos with Santa and had 

hugs for Santa. Candy canes were given out by Elf Brittany and all promised Santa to be good. 

  Valentines was kicked off by a love themed dance for Community Living London.  

DJ Jay had everyone slow dancing to ballads and hoping to popular tunes. Holding their spot some 

dancers were able to win Valentines themed prizes. 

Pop, coffee, water and Tim Hortons donuts were served. 

  The club members along with the Halton club and the district Event Chairs Susan and Pauline have 

been discussing the spring convention and making plans. A division of duties and labour has been 

established between the two clubs. The location has been set up thanks to Marlyne for her efforts in 

scoping out a venue. 

  The club has been discussing future fundraisers, such as the popular Mothers Day cookies we have 

done in the past, which is being planned again for this year. Members have been approaching and 

discussing possible new customers for next years cake season. 

. 

 

 

Continued next page 
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Wishing everyone a 

Happy St Pats and 

a Joyous Easter 

weekend with 

Family and Friends 
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Midland Civitan Club - #1959 President Mike Tinney 

The evening before the Midland Annual Santa Claus Parde the Downtown Midland tree lighting event for 

2025 took place on November 21st. The event featured a variety of activities including a visit from the Bell A 

‘Peal handbell choir, live music, carolling, hot chocolate and a visit from Santa Claus. The festivities ran from 

5:30 pm till 7 pm, with the official Christmas tree lighting occurring at 6 pm. The event is held at Neezhoday 

Park, next to the Midland Public Library and members of the Midland Civitan Club were on hand with a few 

of the floats that were to be featured the next day at the Santa Claus Parade.  

 

The Midland Santa Claus parade took place on November 22 and was once again a tremendous success 

with over 60 entries taking part in the parade and thousands of spectators coming out to enjoy the day. 

There were many dozens of volunteer hours by all the club members and volunteer friends from the 

community putting this project together.  

 

Claxton Fruit Cake sales were once again very successful. Donations of $500.00 were made to eleven 

(11) centres that provide food to people in need.  

The Club provided and served food to participants in the Community Living Huronia curling bonspiel 

and the OSO curling tankard. 

The Club also made donations to the Silver Stick hockey tournament and towards travel expenses for two 

of their OSO curling teams who moved into the next level. 
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Theodore (Ted/Theo) Benedict Coqueran,  

94, of Châteauguay, Quebec, Canada, a kind, 

compassionate, funny, outgoing and extremely generous 

man, peacefully slipped the surly bonds of Earth to touch 

the face of God on Wednesday, January 7, 2026, surrounded 

by family and loved ones, after a long life filled with 

meaning, joy, and generosity towards others.  

Ted lived his life always attempting to walk in the footsteps 

of his saviour, Jesus Christ,  

Theodore is survived by his former wife and friend, 

Catherine, his two daughters, Marcelle (David) and Danielle 

(Inshan), his three granddaughters, Vanessa, Maya and 

Alexa, and his numerous nephews and nieces in the Cazoe, 

Coqueran, Medford, and Moore families.  

Ted was preceded in death by his parents and his siblings, 

Felix, Vienna, André, Vida, Bennett, Ravel and Elethus.  

Theodore Benedict Coqueran was born on October 26, 1931 

in San Fernando, in the twin-island Republic of Trinidad 

and Tobago, West Indies to Marcel and Racine.  

After graduation from Presentation College in San Fernando, Ted pursued Teachers’ College and became a Mathematics 

and English teacher.  

He came to Canada in 1967 to pursue his educational dreams. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1973 and a 

Bachelor of Commerce degree in 1976, both from Concordia University in Montréal. Ultimately, he followed his first 

love and taught Mathematics and English in the Montréal school system.  

After graduating from University, Ted reflected on his struggles while a University student and generously assisted 

foreign students from less fortunate backgrounds who came to Montréal to study with accommodation, other necessities 

and financial support.  

Ted joined Civitan International in Châteauguay to serve his community and was recognized often for his efforts and 

service. He rose to the position of President of Civitan Châteauguay and Governor of Canada East. Among many 

charitable organizations, Ted supported The Foundation of Stars (now the Pediatric Research Foundation) in their 

funding of research on childhood diseases in Québec. Ted loved to watch cricket and football (soccer) and in his later 

years attended daily Mass via  

YouTube. To relax Ted enjoyed a glass or two of red wine, and after retirement, in his 60s he became a self-taught 

oenophile and made artisanal wine for weddings and other celebrations.  

Ted was a member of the Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish in Châteauguay since 1976. A true pioneer of the parish 

community, Ted was a devout Christian and a gifted proclaimer whose expressive reading at Mass brought the Scriptures 

to life and helped the congregation grasp their deeper meaning.  

Above all, Ted was a generous and compassionate person. For many years, he was a faithful member of the parish 

funeral choir and was always ready to serve: he sang for others without hesitation.  

Most recently, Ted was genuinely surprised to be serenaded with a rendition of "Happy Birthday" at the conclusion of 

Sunday Mass on his 94th birthday last October.  

Visitation and viewing were held on Friday, January 16, 2026.  

  

 

A good, kind and gentle soul has left our Earthly 
plane for his everlasting reward 
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NICHOLLS, ROBERT JAMES  

Passed away at Michael Garron Hospital on January 31, 2026, at the age of 96. Robert "Bob" was born 

in Toronto in 1929 to Eleanor Nicholls (née Otter) and Worthy Nicholls. Beloved husband of 70 years 

to Ruth (née Marlow); and loving father to Brian (Donna), Paul (Judy) and Barbara (late Ray Codère). 

Proud grandfather of Diana, Leah and Ethan. Bob was predeceased by his brother, Edward; and sister, 

Ruth (Moore). Bob worked briefly at Imperial Oil before joining Simpson-Sears, where he worked for 

30 years before retiring. Bob was a believer in service to the community and was a longtime member of 

the Jubilee (formerly Donminster) United Church and Parkwoods Civitan Club. A celebration of life for 

Bob will be held at 11 a.m. on March 14, 2026, at Jubilee United Church, 40 Underhill Drive, Toronto. 

 

 


